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As temperatures plummet during the winter months, many families struggle to keep up with
increased energy costs. To combat these costs, and to help the environment, practicing energy
conservation is the fastest, simplest and cheapest way to cut costs and make sure your family keeps

warm this winter. Outlined below are a few simple, low-cost or no-cost steps to take to winterize

your home and gain energy savings.

+ Conduct an energy audit,

"

Find the nooks and cranmies that may be releasing warm air
from your home. Air leaks around windows, doors, and
water pipes may cause a great amount of energy loss in
vour home. Add caulk or weatherstripping to seal leaks
around windows and and make sure water pipes,
attics and crawl spaces are adequately insulated, You can
also cover windows with clear plastic sheets to help prevent
air loss or drafts. Tight-fitting curtains or drapes may also
I'rclp pu'l:\rcntdﬂﬁ_-i.‘four ulﬂitycampany may offer a how-

cost energy audit for your home, or you can hire a private
contractor. For more information on energy audits, visit:
hitps/fwww.enengysavers.gov

Pull cut, the sweaters

This year, bundle up in cozy sweaters and layer clothing
rather than turming up the thermostat. Leaving your ther-
mastat on 68 degrees during winter months can help
lower your energy costs by 10 percent. Tum it'down even
further when it's time to Tnl( dinner; heat from the oven
can miake up the difference.
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Heat may be lost through fireplaces that are not in use.
Make sure to keep the damper closed when the fireplace is
not in use and close off non-functioning fireplaces with in-
sulation to prevent energy loss. An open fireplace is like an
open window inyour home,

Be smart with appliances

When not in use, umplug your electronic appliances. Many
apphiances continue to consume energy even when not in
use. i you are replacing appliances or buying clectronics as
gifts, check for the ENERGY STAR logo. ENERGY STAR ap-
phances use less energy with the same performance. To
leam more about ENERGY STAR appliances go to
hittpe/ fwww.energystargov '

For an enengy evaluation and rebates or cihr.:d:nl.:}-' Improverments

to your horme visit KYHomePerdormance.ang.
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Use the §un

During the day, pull back the drapes of south-facing win-
dows to allow the sun to warm your home. Close them in
the evenings to reduce drafts,

Make the helidays bright with LED fights

Use LED hights this holiday season to decrease the cost of
decorating your home. Also, put holiday lights off a timer or
only plug them in when hosting guests or during times
when your Family is home, Find manufacturers and brands
of ENERGY STAR®-qualified decorative light strings at
httpy awwienergystar goviindecdim@e=dle pr dls.

Adjust, water heater Settings

Water heaters use nc:aﬂy 25 pencent of the energy con-
sumed in homes, You can ruduccthiscustb}'h.m‘ﬁrg}u.rr
watfr!'lcatLTdBwnm&nﬂhmaerﬁ'g,wif&capakn

help prevent scalded hands! .
Mairdain heating §ysters

It's important to schedule a regular check-up for your heat-
ing systerm. Have your heating systems servibed regularty to
make sure its function is up to par. For information on
what maintenance your heating system requires visit:
httpy fwww.energysaversgovfyour home/space heating co
oling
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